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Preface

The aim of this volume is to provide background information on the role of
the polyamines in mammalian cells as we understand it currently in a concise
and easily read format. Over the years, I have had many PhD, MSc, and inter-
calating medical and honours students who would have benefited enormously
from a volume such as this to give them the initial understanding of the field
that they need to start their research projects. This volume is dedicated to all
of the students who have worked in my laboratory; I am sorry this took me so
long to do! My thanks go to every one of you for all your hard work, dedica-
tion and fun over the years.

Why the title? We are now in an age where unparalleled amounts of data
are being generated in biological systems — so much information that we have
to design bioinformatics programs to deal with the data generated. This Essays
in Biochemistry volume aims to show that there is still a place in the ‘omics’
world for elegant biochemistry which can lead to a detailed understanding of a
biological system.

Heather Wallace
August 2009
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lysine-specific demethylase 1

mitogen-activated phosphate kinase
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