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I. POLICY OF THE JOURNAL

I.l. Scope

Clinical Science publishes papers in the field of clinical
investigation, provided they are of a suitable standard and
contribute to the advancement of knowledge in this field.
The term ‘clinical investigation’ is used in its broadest
sense to include studies in animals and the whole range
of biochemical, physiological, immunological and other
approaches that may have relevance to disease in man.
Studies which are confined to normal subjects, or animals,
or are purely methodological in nature may be acceptable.
The material presented should permit conclusions to be
drawn and should not be only of a preliminary nature.
The journal publishes five types of manuscript, namely
invited Editorial Reviews, Full Papers, Rapid Communi-
cations, Correspondence and invited Comments. In
addition, Clinical Science publishes abstracts of the
proceedings of the Medical Research Society (as Sup-
plements) and also the Bayer Lecture.

1.2. Availability on the World Wide Web (WWW)

Abstracts of all articles are available on the journal’s «

home page on the WWW (http://cs.portlandpress.co.uk).
The journal will become fully online during 1998.

1.3. The editorial process

Membership of the Editorial Board covers as wide a
range of interests as possible.

A submitted paper is considered by an appropriate
editor together with (usually) two Referees from outside
the membership of the Board. The Editor returns it with a
recommendation to the Editor in Chief or Regional
Editor, who then writes formally to the authors. The
ultimate responsibility of acceptance for publication lies
with the Editor in Chief.

Authors may suggest potential referees for their papers
in the submission letter. The journal is under no obliga-
tion to follow such suggestions, but, if it does so, only one
of the referees will be chosen from the authors’ nomina-
tions, as the other referee will be selected independently.

1.4. Ethics of investigations

(a) Human subjects. Authors must state in the text of
their paper that the research has been carried out in
accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki (1989) of the
World Medical Association, and has been approved by the
Ethics Committee of the institution in which the work was
performed. Consent must be obtained from each patient
or subject after full explanation of the purpose, nature
and risk of all procedures used, and the fact that such
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