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This volume presents in an attractive and readable form four 
biochemical topics of current medical interest. Hormones 
feature in articles on folate and B,, interaction, and the role of 
the alimentary tract as an endocrine organ. Growing knowledge 
of proteins secreted by tumours is presented by Dr. I. Chanarin, 
and Dr. J. B. Holton discusses the value and risks of tests 
based on amniocentesis. The contributors clearly point out the 
limits of present knowledge and the scope for further develop- 
ment. 
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As biochemists have become more interested in the pathways of metabolism and 
mechanisms of control in a wider range of living systems, it has become 
apparent that, although there are many features in common to organisms 
inhabiting different environments, a variety of adaptations or refinements has 
been necessary so as to enable particular species to perform efficiently under the 
widely differing and often rapidly changing conditions to which they are exposed. 
Some of the more fully documented examples of these adaptations, including 
modifications in enzyme structure, function and activity, alteration in membrane 
lipids and performance and the substitution of one class of carrier molecule by 
another, are discussed in this volume. 
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