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The Biochemical Journal has published reviews on broad topics of general interest to 
biochemists and scientists in related disciplines since 1982. These reviews have proved 
extremely successful and popular (one classic review was one of the most-cited papers of 
the last decade) and with the aim of making them readily available even to those who do 
not subscribe to the journal it was decided to produce an annual compilation of all the 
reviews published in the previous year. This is the first such volume. The 23 reviews 
published in 1989 covered a wide range of molecular and cellular biochemistry, from 
fundamental chemical enzymology via the intricacies of signal transduction mechanisms 
through to cell biology and whole-animal metabolism. Biochemical Journal reviews are 
intended for research scientists, but are written in such a way as to be intelligible to the 
non-specialist who wishes to learn about progress in other areas. They are thus ideally 
suited as material both for teaching staff and for senior students. 
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