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The Biochemical Society’s Forty-Seventh Symposium, held in London in
December 1981, assembled some of the leading workers in this area of
biochemistry. The subjects for discussion were chosen for their timeliness and
distinctiveness, and included accounts of ribosome and messenger RNA
structure and function, initiation factors, caps and ribonucleoproteins, as well
as consideration of the processes leading to the distribution of newly
synthesized proteins within the cell. The papers presented are now published
in this volume.
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To the newly revised and amplified fifth edition of Writing
a Scientific Paper, the author has added the companion
3 essay on Speaking at Scientific Meetings. Widely praised
in its earlier editions, this concise compendium of advice
is expected to receive renewed acclaim. By both the first-
time writers of scientific papers and the alert ‘old hand’ it
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