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The Biochemical Society’s Forty-Seventh Symposium, held in London in
December 1981, assembled some of the leading workers in this area of
biochemistry. The subjects for discussion were chosen for their timeliness and
distinctiveness, and included accounts of ribosome and messenger RNA
structure and function, initiation factors, caps and ribonucleoproteins, as well
as consideration of the processes leading to the distribution of newly
synthesized proteins within the cell. The papers presented are now published
in this volume.
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The fourteen contributions forming this volume were presented at
a London meeting of the Biochemical Society including the
Society’s Forty-Eighth Symposium ‘Biotechnology’, in December
1982. With today’s increasing pressures to develop latest
laboratory findings into practical industrial processes as quickly as
possible the chosen theme of this Symposium was a timely one.
The papers represent up-to-date reports from international
biochemists whose work is of direct relevance to the wide areas of
interests concerned with biotechnology, together with glimpses of
the early development of its techniques and a look at its exciting
future.
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