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NOTICE FOR CONTRIBUTORS
The Biochemical Journal places emphasis on the prompt publication of both full-length papers (on average about 6 months

after receipt) and rapid papers (on average 10-12 weeks after receipt).
For detailed instructions on the preparation of papers contributors (who need not be members of the Biochemical Society)

should refer to Policy ofthe Journal and Instructions to Authors [Biochem. J. (1978) 169, 1-27], and the notice below.
Papers submitted for publication should be addressed to the Editorial Manager, Biochemical Journal, 7 Warwick

Court, London WC 1R 5DP.
Contributors should note that the Biochemical Journal makes no manuscript handling charges, no page charges and

no charges for plates. Reprints are available at modest cost at about the same time as publication, and, if an author is a
member of the Biochemical Society, 25 reprints are provided free of charge.

The Biochemical Journal accepts papers on all aspects of Biochemistry. Alternate issues of the journal are devoted to
Molecular Aspects and Cellular Aspects. For the convenience of readers, papers within each issue are assigned to sections
on the Contents pages. Authors should indicate whether their papers are Molecular or Celular and designate the section
in Contents in which they would like their paper to appear. Section headings, for both Molecular Aspects and Cellular Aspects,
are reviewed from time to time; the present headings are as follows:

Molecular Aspects (Physical, Structural and Chemical
Properties of Biochemical Systems, including Sequencing
Information)
Peptide and Protein Structure
Enzymes and Enzyme Kinetics
Metalloproteins
Nucleotides, Nucleic Acids and Nucleoproteins
Lipids
Membranes
Carbohydrates and Complex Carbohydrates
Physical Biochemistry

Cellular Aspects (Biochemical Properties of Metabolic,
Subcellular and Cellular Systems)
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Protein Turnover
Metabolism, Regulationt and Control Processes
Cell Surfaces and Receptors
Developmental Biochemistry
Membranes, Transport, Bioenergetics and Photosynthesis
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IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR AUTHORS

Limitation ofpaper lengths. As a measure to meet the effects of continuously rising production costs of
the Journal, the Editorial Board has decided to introduce a policy of limitation of length of published
papers. In future papers should not normally exceed eight printed pages in the Journal, including
Figures and Tables. (Eight pages represent approximately 5000 words without Figures or Tables; as a
guide, the number of double-spaced A4 typescript sheets for text and references, with the addition of
one sheet for each Figure, Table or Scheme with its legend, should not exceed 24 if the eight printed
pages maximum is to be met.) Cooperation of authors in this will be expected, and there is an advantage
in that shorter papers are usually published with the least delay. Authors should also note that a single
paper consisting justifiably of ten printed pages, for example, will normally be considered more
favourably than two papers each of six pages dealing with the same material.
Copies of submitted papers. To expedite handling and refereeing procedures in a new system to be
operated by the Journal, authors are now requested to provide three copies of papers at submission.
New features. In 1981 the inclusion of Reviews in the Journal will commence; these will usually be
invited, although prospective authors of Reviews are welcome to contact the Deputy Chairman
concerned with Reviews (Professor J. A. Lucy) at the Editorial Office.
'Biochemical Journal Letters' is an additional feature now being implemented for the Journal. 'BJ
Letters' are intended to provide an opportunity to discuss, criticize or expand particular points made in
published work, or to present a hypothesis. They must be concisely written and each will normally
occupy less than one printed page of the Journal. Letters will be treated as items for rapid publication.
They will be accepted only if they are thought to represent soundly reasoned opinions. Letters are not
intended to provide a vehicle for discussion of more general matters which might more appropriately be
sent to the Biochemical Society Bulletin. If a letter is polemical in nature, a reply may be solicited from
other interested parties before its publication. Such replies will be assessed for publication with the
original letter if this is appropriate. Letters should be sent to the Editorial Office.


