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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

It is the policy of the Biochemical Journal to pub-
lish papers in English in all fields of biochemistry,
provided that they make a sufficient contribution
to biochemical knowledge. Papers may include new
results obtained experimentally, descriptions of new
experimental methods of biochemical importance,
or new interpretations of existing results. All work
presented should have as its aim the development
of biochemical concepts rather than the mere
recording of facts. Theoretical contributions will
be considered equally with papers dealing with
experimental work. Preliminary or inconclusive
experiments should not generally be described.

For detailed instructions on the preparation of
papers contributors should refer to Policy of the
Journal and Instructions to Authors [Biochem. J.
(1971), 121, 1] (obtainable from the Executive
Secretary, The Biochemical Society, 7 Warwick
Court, London WCIR 5DP, price 15p. post free).
In general the Biochemical Journal uses the recom-
mended SI (Systéme Internationale) symbols [see
Symbols, Signs and Abbreviations Recommended for
British Scientific Publications (1969) (London: The
Royal Society)]. For biochemical nomenclature
authors should as far as possible follow the Tentative
Rules and Proposals of the IUPAC-IUB Commis-
sion on Biochemical Nomenclature [see Biochem. J.
(1971), 121, 11]. For chemical nomenclature the
TUPAC Rules should be followed [see Biochem. J.
(1971), 121, 11]. The Biochemical Journal uses as a
standard of spelling the Concise Ozford Dictionary
of Current English (Oxford: Clarendon Press).

Two types of paper are accepted by the editors:
Full-length papers. Papers submitted for publi-
cation should be sent together with an extra copy
of the synopsis to the Editorial Secretary, The
Biochemical Journal, 7 Warwick Court, London
WCIR 5DP. Typescripts should bear the name and
address of the person to whom the proof of the paper
is to be sent.

Papers submitted should be written concisely.
Typescripts that are not concise or do not conform
to the conventions of the Biochemical Journal will be
returned to the authors for revision. If a paper that
has been returned to an author for revision is not
resubmitted within one month, it will, on resub-
mission, be deemed to be a new paper and the date
of receipt altered accordingly. A revised paper

containing a significant amount of new material will
also be redated.

Submission of a paper to the Editorial Board
implies that it reports unpublished work, that it is
not under consideration for publication elsewhere,
and that if accepted for the Biochemical Journal it
will not be published elsewhere in the same form,
either in English or in any other language, without
the consent of the Editorial Board.

Papers should be headed by a concise but
informative title, by the names of the authors
and by the name and address of the establishment
where the work was performed. Details of financial
support may appear in the acknowledgements at the
end of the paper.

Before preparing papers authors should consult
a current issue of the Journal to make themselves
familiar with the general format, such as the use
of cross-headings, lay-out of tables and citation of
references. Papers should be in double-spaced
typing throughout (including references and
legends of tables and figures) on sheets of uniform
size with wide margins. The top copy should be
submitted. It cannot be overemphasized that the
need for revision of badly prepared typescripts
inevitably leads to delays in publication.

Papers on specialized subjects should be presented

so that they are intelligible to the ordinary reader
of the Journal. Sufficient information must be in-
cluded to permit repetition of the experimental
work.
Short Communications. Typescripts should be
submitted in duplicate, written in English, and
conform strictly to the form of the Journal as far
as spelling and abbreviations are concerned. Such
communications must not exceed 1200 words of
text, but in addition may include either one table,
typed on a separate sheet, or one figure, drawn
according to the rules of the Journal. If no figure or
table is included the text may be expanded to 1400
words. Communications should be addressed to the
Editorial Secretary, The Biochemical Journal,
7 Warwick Court, London WC1R 5DP. Papers
should be complete in themselves; (1) the methods
used in experimental work must be adequately
described or sufficient references given to allow
repetition of the work; (2) sufficient indication of
the results of experimental work must be included
to justify the claims made.



